
 

Is the GCWR 26,001 or 
more pounds? 

Determining Class of CDL Required 

Is the GVWR of the 
trailer / towed unit 10,001 

or more pounds? 
YES YES 

NO 

Is the GVWR of the 
power unit 26,001 or 

more pounds? 
YESNO 

Gross combination weight rating (GCWR) means the value 
specified by the manufacturer of the power unit, if the 
value is displayed on the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration Standard (FMVSS) certification label, or the 
sum of the gross vehicle weight ratings (GVWRs) or the 
gross vehicle weights (GVWs) or the power unit and the 
towed unit(s), or any combination thereof, that produces 
the highest value. 
(The underlined and italicized text above is for use by 
roadside enforcement only for the purpose of determining 
whether the driver/vehicle is subject to CDL regulations. It 
is not used to determine whether a vehicle is 
representative for the purposes of Skills testing.) 
Gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) means the value 
specified by the manufacturer as the loaded weight of a 
single vehicle. 

NO 

Is the vehicle transporting 
hazardous materiald in a 

placardable quantity? 

NO 

Is the vehicle designed to 
transport 16 or more passengers 

including the driver? 

Class “A” 

Class “B” 

YES Class “C” 

YES 

NO 

Class “C” 

No CDL Required 
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“O” No Tractor Trailer CMV Process Flow

Is the Power 
Unit a Truck as 

defined in 
§390.5?

Yes

Is the GVWR of 
the towed 

vehicle 10,001/
more pounds?

Yes

NO
Not representa�ve of 

Class A vehicle

Is the GCWR 
26,001/more 

pounds?
Yes

Class A vehicle
“O” No tractor Trailer 

CMV

NO

Is the Power 
Unit a Truck 
Tractor as 
defined in 
§390.5?

Yes

NO

Is the GVWR of 
the towed 

vehicle 10,001/
more pounds?

Yes

Is the Power 
Unit and the 
towed unit 

connected with 
a pintle hook or 
other non-fi�h 

wheel 
connec�on? 

YES
Is the GCWR 
26,001/more 

pounds?
Yes

Class A vehicle
“O” No tractor Trailer 

CMV

NO NO

NO Class A vehicle

Not representa�ve of 
Class A vehicle

NO

CDL Examiner’s Manual – 2005 CDL Test System    

Truck means any self-propelled commercial motor vehicle except a truck tractor, designed and/or used for the transportation of property. 
Truck tractor means a self-propelled commercial motor vehicle designed and/or used primarily for drawing other vehicles.   
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